
Wifredo Lam was born in Sagua la 
Grand, CUBA in 1902.  In 1916, his 
family moved to Havana where he 
attended the Escuela de Bellas 
Artes. 

When he was 21, Lam moved to 
SPAIN to study at the Museo del 
Prado.

He later moved to Paris and became 
interested in MODERN art.

During World War II, he returned 
home to Cuba and developed an 
entirely new STYLE of his own.

Wifredo Lam combined personal 
experiences with ritual-inspired 
objects from his Afro-Cuban 
HERITAGE to create images that 
reflect universal themes.
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INFLUENCES

LOOK AROUND THE GALLERIES.   
CAN YOU FIND THESE SUBJECTS IN THE WIFREDO LAM PAINTINGS? 

Symbolic creatures

Vegetal-animal forms

Cycles of life and death

Horse-headed figures

Mask-like facial features

Lush natural environments 

Spirit figures

Large hands

Bird-like forms

African-derived forms

Stories from religion

Wifredo Lam
Untitled, 1942
Oil on canvas

Collection of Ramon and Nercys Cernuda
Miami, Florida

  

 

Mask
Fang

Gabon
Musée du quai Branly

Paris

Mask
Mahongwe

Republic of Congo
Museum Modern Art

New York

Mask
Baule

Ivory Coast
Musée Picasso

Paris

Mask
Dan

Ivory Coast
Museum Reitberg

Zurich

ORIGIN

How has Wifredo Lam depicted the 
THEME of family or mother and child?

How has he used the same artistic 
ELEMENTS [color, line, shape, space, 
and texture] to create different artworks 
with different meanings?

Look at the Mother and Child paintings 
below by Pablo Picasso and Mary 
Cassatt.  How are these paintings similar 
to Lamʼs Mother and Child painting?  
How are they different? 

Wifredo Lam
Mother and Child, 1939

Oil on canvas
Museum of Modern Art

New York

Pablo Picasso
Mother and Child, 1907 

Oil on canvas
Musée Picasso

Paris

Mary Cassatt
Mother Playing with Child, 1897

Pastel on woven paper, mounted on cardboard
Metropolitan Museum of Art

New York

DO YOU SEE THESE MASKS USED AS FACIAL FEATURES IN 
PAINTINGS BY WIFREDO LAM?

Wifredo Lam incorporated masks into his cubist work as well as 
ritual-inspired objects from his Afro-Cuban background.

“African artists had been sculpting masks as early as Paleolithic times, 
continuing to do so through the Kingdoms of the Dogon, the Baule, the 
Basongye and the Dan.  The masks were typically used as stand-ins for 
the gods, deities or spirits of ancestors.” [Lowrey Stokes Sims]



SURREALISM

Wifredo Lam
Le réve, II [The Dream, II], 1947
Oil on canvas
Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.

ANALYZE A WIFREDO LAM

 Wifredo Lam
Mujer con Pájaro

[Woman with a Bird], 1957
Oil on canvas

Collection of Mrs. Tanya Brillembourg

  

 

WIFREDO LAM

Haggerty Museum of Art  Marquette University, Milwaukee, WI (414) 288-1669 
Email: haggertym@marquette.edu
Museum Hours: Monday – Saturday: 10 – 4:30 Thursday: 10 – 8 Sunday: noon – 5
Address: 13th and Clybourn Street on the Marquette University Campus in Milwaukee, WI
Free Admission Daily

For more information on the exhibit visit: http://www.marquette.edu/haggerty/
For online curriculum materials: http://www.marquette.edu/haggerty/teacherresource 
or http://www.lindakreft.com/Lam/lam_contents.html

SURREALISM is a 20th-century literary and artistic movement that attempts to 
express the workings of the subconscious.  It is characterized by fantastic 
imagery and incongruous juxtapositions of subject matter.  

Is this REALITY?  
Is it a MYTHOLOGICAL place? 

CREATE your own story
about this painting.

 

Images of plants like those seen above may have inspired Wifredo Lam 
when he painted La serre.

CREATE YOUR OWN PLANT-INSPIRED DRAWING.

Wifredo Lam
La serre [The Greenhouse], 1944

Oil on canvas
Collection of Diana and Moisés Berezdivin

LOOK FOR THE FOLLOWING:
Leaf-like part of a palm    A fern

Animals      Mythic imagery

Transparent light     Tropical plant parts

Colors of verdant greens, blues and reds

AVANT-GARDE

LIST all the things that you can find 
in this painting.

 

What is the definition of ABSTRACT?

POINT OUT the abstracted shapes 
of the face and body. 

Can you make a SKETCH of the 
birds (in the Lam painting above) 
and REPLACE them with different 
colors or patterns?  

WHY did you choose those colors? 

Does the color lend another 
MOOD to the painting?

Wifredo Lam in North America has been sponsored 
by the Haggerty Museum of Art, Marquette 
University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin and funded in 
part by the Eleanor Boheim Endowment Fund, the 
Emmett J. Doerr Endowment Fund, Isaac and Cuqui 
Matz, the Milwaukee Arts Board, the Marquette 
University Andrew W. Mellon Committee Fund, the 
National Endowment for the Arts, Sothebyʼs and 
the Wisconsin Arts Board.  

Curriculum and website created by: Linda Kreft, 
Curriculum-Technology Resource Center, Milwaukee 
Public Schools, Retired. Edited by Lynne Shumow, 
Curator of Education, Haggerty Museum of Art, 
Marquette University. Layout design by Daniel 
Herro, Head Preparator, Haggerty Museum of Art, 
Marquette University.

Cover Image: Wifredo Lam. Femme aux cheveux longs, I 
[Woman with Long Hair, I]

Collection of Ramon and Nercys Cernuda
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