GALLERY 1

GALLERY 2
Searching for Gory — The Aztecs searched the nearby rui ned

GALLERY 3
Mexi can Meals — Al the vegetabl es you see in this Aztec

GALLERY 4
The P uned Serpent — The snake-bird god, Quetzal coatl, hel ped

Pai nted Peopl e — Scul ptures were painted in bright
city of Teotihuacan, ‘the cradle of creation’, for signs of a
godl i ke peopl e whose powers they coul d borrow

GALLERY 5 GALLERY 6
col ours and sonetines wore real cl ot hes.

GALLERY 7 GALLERY 8 GALLERY 9 GALLERY 10
Dead Warriors — Verriors killed in battle or sacrificed G eedy gods — To prevent the sun fromgoing out, the Aztecs Inportant People — Inportant Aztecs wore rich clothes and The Geat Tenple — The Geat Tenpl e rose up in the centre Qodes in the codices — A‘codex’ is a book (plural: codices). g Mdtecuhzoma — In 1521, the Aztec
narket cane originally fromMxico. The nan is bargai ning wth the Aztecs found their civilisation. Invent your own god that is to the sun god were all owed to travel wth the sun, |ike an fed the sun god continuously with the blood and hearts of lots of ornanents. The nore captives an Aztec warrior took, of the city like two sacred nountains. In each ‘ nountain' |ived Mst of the Aztec codices were folded in a concertina formlike B, net the Spani sh commander, Herna
the wonan, using cocoa beans to swap for vegetabl es. a eag e, thousands of enemies captured by the Aztec warriors. Fnd the richer his clothes and jewell ery becane. Drawthe a god: the rain god Tlal oc (blue) and the sun and war god
A confi nation of two different aninals. Drawit and give it a across the sky. Find this scul pture and design his shield this sculpture inthe gallery. Drawyour own sacrifice in
nane: ;

or nanent S itthat
In the space provi ded. . the space provi ded.

fit the'shapes on this inportant persoh:
e -“""«'.'r !

the bookl et you are hol ding. They were witten in ‘gl yphs’
(picture words). Drawyour favourite Aztec story in the space
provided. You might like to invent your own gl yphs
totel the story.

Hii tzi | opochtli (red and bl ack). Wite a poemabout the two

ad never seen peopl e |ike the Spani sh
gods and their powerful reign over the Aztec people.

d beards), nor had they ever seen hor
jht Cortés was the god, Quetzal coatl,
For their part, the Spanish were anaz
the huge Aztec city, its narkets and
renonies wth their terrifying sacrifices

dul N . —
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F nd nunber 13 and drawit in the space above. It is a funeral
nmask, placed over the face of a dead person. Perhaps the
lifelike eyes hel ped you see your way in the afterlife.?

; 3 FI ND ME!
Look at nunber 38 and draw her cl ot hes.

In the space, draw sone of the
foodstuffs that you see inthis galery.

Now and then — Al though the Spani sh destroyed the Aztec city
and built a Gristian cathedral on the site of the Geat Tenpl e,
the Aztec culture did not disappear. BEven today, over a mllion
peopl e still speak the Aztec | anguage, eat Aztec food and
wear Aztec clothes nmade in the Aztec way. But there
are no nore sacrifices.

You can col our themin at hone.
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The Aztec Sory — A thousand years ago, the Aztecs set out fromtheir island hone in Aztlan, Hitzilopochtli’s birth — The god's nother was sweeping the fl oor when a ball of fluff sprang up and | odged i n her chest. = Ater 200 years, the Aztecs
‘place of the white herons’, to find their promsed | and. They took their hunmingbird god Hiitzilopochtli to showthemthe way. She becane pregnant with Hiitzilopochtli. But her daughter, the noon, was jeal ous and cane with her 400 brot hers, There they built an enor
He said: ‘You wll knowwhen you get there. There will be an eagl e perched on a nopal cactus wth a snake in its beak.’ the stars, to kill Hitzilopochtli. H heard themcomng, junped out of his nother and killed the ot of them (even London was nuch snal | er
just as the sun puts out the noon and stars in the norning.
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